Introduction
In recent years, historians of geography have begun to consider the relationship between the celebrated 'anarchist geographers' of the nineteenth century, Élisée Reclus (1830 Reclus ( -1905 and Pëtr Aleksejevič Kropotkin (1842 Kropotkin ( -1921 , and the mainstream publishers and scientific societies that welcomed them in spite of their political misfortunes, including long periods of exile and imprisonment.
1 Within Britain, for example, the anarchist geographers m ade com mon cause with leading m em bers of the Royal Geographical Society, reflecting comm on interests in the educational and political aspects of geography. Gerry Kearns has argued that scholarship has sought to situate Reclus' political and scientific contributions in their appropriate social, historical and cultural contexts, and this has required new archival research as well as new interpretations of his published writings. Further biographical evidence concerning Reclus, has also em erged from studies in the Russian and French archives.
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For his part, Kropotkin is still better known for his political biography than for his geographical writings, with a few notable exceptions. 16 Nevertheless, he spent a great part of his youth exploring the Siberian and Arctic lands, and throughout his life he earned his livelihood from his geographical publications. As a Cossack officer in search of his 'dreams of a Siberian Mississippi', 17 Kropotkin made several scientific expeditions in the region between the Lake Baikal and the river Amur in the years 1861-1867. In subsequent years, working for the Imperial Geographical Society of St Petersburg, he elaborated his original theories on the orography of Asia and on the desiccation of Eurasia following the last glaciations. 18 His great monograph in Russian remained unfinished because of his arrest as a the production of volumes for the Nouvelle Géographie Universelle needs to be understood in the context of the anarchist comm itm ent to the principle of 'geography for all'. W hile Reclus and Hachette signed an agreement stipulating that contributors to the Nouvelle Géographie should not discuss politics, the prospect of producing a new science that would be available to all was, according to Reclus, already a political goal, 28 while being consistent with Hachette's editorial comm itm ent to popular education. 29 A shared broadly liberal outlook and a profound interest in science on both sides of this partnership thus enabled a significant collaboration between the mem bers of a rather conservative editorial m ilieu and a network of revolutionary scientists: there was a market for such works, and that was enough for the publishers.
Journals and articles
Reclus also sought out opportunities for Kropotkin to publish articles in the major scientific reviews. As this suggests, his network was not lim ited to 'isolated' or 'marginal' scholars:
while he and his colleagues were banished from the University scene because of their political views, they were nevertheless much nearer the mainstream in the world of scientific publishing. Reclus' proposal to publish one of Kropotkin The political aim of such work was the scientific foundation of a theory that could accomm odate Darwinian evolutionism while at the sam e time asserting cooperation (rather than competition) as the main factor of evolution in human societies. Metchnikoff developed his theory further in his main work La civilisation et les grands fleuves historiques, arguing that the highest level of social evolution would be a society where the cooperation is not
imposed, but applied spontaneously in every aspect of social life, that is, the anarchist society.
'So, the sociological progress is in inverse relation to the degree of coercion, constriction and authority deployed, and in direct relation to the role of will, freedom , anarchy.' 39 Only a few years later, Kropotkin began to publish his first papers concerning the theory of m utual aid, papers which were later assembled in one of his most famous books under this title. 40 Much has been written on Kropotkin's engagem ent with Darwin and neoLam arckianism, and this subject goes well beyond the scope of the present paper. 41 
Europe and the world
In the second part of this correspondence, covering the period between 1888 and 1905, one of the most im portant topics of discussion was the position of Europe in an era of what we now call globalisation, a subject on which Reclus contributed one of the first substantial analyses.
Reclus was also an early critic of the crimes of colonial rule, which he witnessed personally On the conclusion of the Nouvelle Géographie Universelle project in 1894, Reclus and
Kropotkin worked for a short tim e on a projected new edition of the great work in English.
This edition was designed to have fewer volumes (seven or eight), and was also to be reorganised with Europe receiving somewhat less attention com pared to the French edition.
According to the Plan, the old continent occupied no m ore than two volum es, and Russia was Géographie Comparée. 52 Any projects requiring an English publisher were referred to Keltie.
In November 1894, for exam ple, Kropotkin wrote to Keltie on Reclus' behalf, asking for assistance in finding a publisher:
Élisée Reclus has sent me, a fortnight or so ago, a copy of the letter he has addressed to you.
Do you approve of his Plan? And so you think it will find a good editor? In a letter, he writes that a point of chief importance for him would be to have the possibility of doing the work.
With the Hachette, part of the royalty was send to him in advance, so m uch every m onth. This enabled him to have his staff of secretary and cartographer and to progress so rapidly as he did with the Universal Geography. Should that be possible with an English publisher? W hat do you think of the General Plan? That such a work is wanted and that Reclus is the man to do it -is no doubt. Page 11
Eventually, Reclus abandoned the idea of a second edition of the Universal Geography and chose instead to dedicate himself to the new work, whose project was originally proposed to Keltie' who is also mine, and ask him for advice, which will be excellent if accom panied by a good number of guineas.' 55 Reclus and Kropotkin were also involved in a collection of geographical books planned by Mackinder him self, were as well-known for their political ideas as for their scientific works.
And, as Kearns and others have dem onstrated, politics was never far from the surface of discussions at the RGS itself. In the 1903 discussion which followed the presentation of the consulter qu'il ne contiendra absolument que les traits signalés par toi dans ton texte, même pour les coupes. Ces coupes, aussi peu nombreuses qu'il te sera possible de bien décider ainsi, et cette carte schém atique seront reproduites par nous, avec les moyens dont nous disposons;
c'est-à-dire que après avoir publié les brochures de cette année, et faite de la grosse note à payer l'année prochaine, nous nous abstiendrons de publier quoi qui ce soit aussi longtemps que notre m ission nous y condam nera. Il va sans dire que si tu peux nous aider directem ent ou indirectement, ton intervention sera bien accueillie.
Ainsi je me résume:
1) J'arrête le tirage jusqu'au passage relatif à la carte.
2) Je te prie de dessiner le croquis schém atique destiné à être reproduit par nous.
3) Je te prie de designer les coupes sur le Bulletin russe que je te renvoie, ne me désignant que celles qui te paraissent indispensables. Bien cordialement à toi.
Élisée
Ici à l'Institut nous avons décidément retrouvé le moyen pratique de construire des atlas globulaires. Tu verras probablement le premier disque gravé vers la fin de l'année à la Société 
